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Conference Theme: AV City: Autonomous Mobility 
 

Las Vegas, Nevada | September 14 – 17, 2026 
 

Vdara Hotel 
2600 W Harmon Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89158 

 

Registration Info: www.IATR.global 

 

 
 

We are excited to announce our 39th annual conference of the International Association 

of Transportation Regulators (IATR) www.iatr.global is coming to Las Vegas, Nevada from 

September 14th through September 17th, 2026.  The theme of our 2026 conference is “AV City: 

Autonomous Mobility,” celebrating the next era of transportation innovation in one of the most 

dynamic mobility environments in the world. 

 

Las Vegas has always been a city built on bold vision and transformative infrastructure. 

From rail and highways to aviation and global tourism, the city has continually reinvented itself 

through transportation. Today, it stands at the forefront of autonomous mobility. Nevada was the 

first state to authorize autonomous vehicle testing, and Las Vegas has become a national hub for 

robotaxi deployment, intelligent transportation systems, and high-capacity transit investment. With 

Vision Zero initiatives, smart infrastructure, and groundbreaking projects such as Brightline high-

speed rail, the region is shaping the future of connected, automated, and electrified mobility. 

 

Like the city itself, mobility in Las Vegas is fast-moving, innovative, and unapologetically 

ambitious. However, innovation without governance is incomplete. As shared connected 

automated electric vehicles (S-CAEVs) scale from pilot programs to full deployment, regulators 

http://www.iatr.global/
http://www.iatr.global/
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face complex and critical questions, including safety, insurance, accessibility, workforce transition, 

affordability, and sustainable business models. These are not theoretical challenges. They are 

unfolding in real time. 

 

IATR 2026 will bring together regulators, industry leaders, academics, insurers, drivers, 

disability advocates, and policymakers to address these issues directly. Building on IATR’s Best 

Practices, Guiding Principles & Model Regulations for Robotaxis, this conference will move 

beyond concepts and toward practical frameworks for integrated autonomous ecosystems. 

Through regulator-to-regulator knowledge exchange and candid policy dialogue, AV City will 

spotlight how governance, technology, and public trust must evolve together. 

 

We are excited to welcome the global IATR community to Las Vegas, not only for the 

energy and excitement of the city, but to experience firsthand how autonomous mobility is moving 

from vision to reality. Join us for meaningful discussions, forward-thinking solutions, and 

exceptional networking as we shape the future of transportation regulation together. 

 

 

 

Preliminary Conference Program  
 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 

Noon – 3:00 pm 

IATR Regulatory Boot Camp Trainers Prep Meeting 

Location TBA  

 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

IATR Committee Chairs Meeting 

Location TBA  

 

 

 

DAY 0 AGENDA: Monday, September 14, 2026 

 

9th Annual Bootcamp – Autonomous Mobility Primer  

 

 

9:00 AM – Noon 

 

 

Registration  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

 

 

Breakfast – Introductions of Bootcamp Faculty Coordinators and 

Trainees/Attendees 
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10:00 AM – 12:00 

PM 

 

Bootcamp Session 101 

The Evolving Regulatory Landscape for AVs   
This session will focus on the various regulatory frameworks, laws, and 

approaches from around the world, providing an overview of how different 

jurisdictions are governing automated mobility. Topics will include 

insurance, emergency response protocols, safety standards, data reporting, 

regulatory oversight, and the respective roles of federal, state or provincial, 

and local governments in both testing and full deployment. Regulatory 

actions and interventions will be examined, along with how socio-economic 

policies are being addressed in areas such as Vision Zero, shared mobility 

and sustainability, including electrification, labor displacement, fare 

affordability, public acceptance, and accessibility. The session will also 

provide an overview of transit agency and airport deployments, as well as 

the various market players, stakeholders, and business models currently 

operating and emerging, including shuttles, robotaxis, and peer-to-peer 

carsharing. 
 

 

Noon – 1:00 PM  

 

 

Luncheon & Networking 

 

Noon – 4:00 PM 

 

 

Exhibit Set-Up  

 

 

1:00 – 1:30 PM 

 

 

 

IATR’s Guiding Principles for Robotaxi Testing & Deployment  

 

This keynote luncheon will cover the IATR’s Guiding Principles for Robotaxi 

Testing and Deployment, and efforts underway to update and develop an 

international regulatory framework – identifying best practices and model 
regulations addressing the following issues: safety standards and operational 

design domains (ODDs); data reporting, transparency, and regulator access; 

insurance requirements and liability allocation; accessibility mandates; 
sustainability and electrification goals; consumer protection safeguards; and 

workforce transition considerations. The IATR’s report, Best Practices, 

Guiding Principles & Model Regulations for Robotaxis, provides the 

foundation for this work. The report outlines practical regulatory approaches to 

ensure that autonomous vehicle testing and commercial deployment are conducted 
with clear accountability, uniform baseline standards, and flexibility for local 

implementation. It emphasizes the importance of public trust, consistent oversight, 

and scalable governance frameworks as robotaxi services move from pilot 

programs to full integration within multimodal transportation ecosystems. This 
session will provide updates on how IATR is building upon these principles to 

advance a coordinated, forward-looking international framework for autonomous 

mobility regulation. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6ocmid3vwezj3g6490277/IATR-s-Best-Practices-Guiding-Principles-Model-Regulations-for-Robotaxis.pdf?rlkey=ydz4k4tam2aehg82ogdcez5kw&e=1&st=f3nq8f2d&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6ocmid3vwezj3g6490277/IATR-s-Best-Practices-Guiding-Principles-Model-Regulations-for-Robotaxis.pdf?rlkey=ydz4k4tam2aehg82ogdcez5kw&e=1&st=f3nq8f2d&dl=0
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Speaker(s): 

• Matthew W. Daus, President, International Association of 

Transportation Regulators (IATR)  
 

 

 

 

1:30 – 3:00 pm 

 

 

Bootcamp Session 102 

Autonomous Vehicle Policy Challenges & Solutions 

AV Regulatory & Policy Issues – A Deep Dive 

 

This session will feature a deep dive into key issues, including 

sustainability, wheelchair accessibility, insurance and risk, including who 

is responsible and who pays in the event of an AV crash, as well as how 

AV regulation can be integrated with technology and data platforms to help 

both industry and government meet common regulatory goals. Challenges 

will be presented, followed by discussion on how they can be overcome or 

addressed, along with an examination of the benefits of autonomous 

vehicles, including passenger vehicles, autonomous freight delivery, and 

robotics. Experts in these areas will engage in a robust discussion with 

classroom input and participation. 

 

 

3:30 – 4:00 PM 

 

 

Coffee Break  

 

 

 

4:00 – 5:30 pm 

 

Bootcamp Session 103 

Autonomous Vehicle Policy Challenges & Solutions 

Labor Displacement & Workforce Development 

 

Likely the most difficult issue politically to be addressed by autonomous 

vehicles is organized labor opposition and the potential loss of jobs by taxi, 

for-hire vehicle and bus drivers, as well as delivery workers. This session 

will provide varied perspective on not just the realities and concerns of job 

loss, but also the creation of new jobs in the AV sector.   Whether drivers 

can or want to be retrained, as well as various workforce development 

programs that are being deployed to help address these concerns, will be 

covered.   The IATR labor related and workforce guiding principle will be 

discussed extensively, namely Autonomous vehicle deployment should 

include proactive workforce transition planning, minimize labor 

displacement where feasible, support retraining and upskilling 

opportunities, and promote economic inclusion while maintaining safety, 

accessibility, and service reliability. 
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7:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

 

Welcome Reception – TBA 

Welcoming Remarks 

• Matthew W. Daus, President, International Association of 

Transportation Regulators (IATR)  

• Vaughn Hartung, Chairman, Nevada Transportation Authority 

• To Be Announced, Nevada Taxicab Authority 

 

Entertainment:  

• To Be Announced 

 

The dress code is casual attire. 

 

 

 

 

DAY 1 AGENDA: Tuesday, September 15, 2026 

 

 

8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

 

Registration  

 

8:30 AM – 9:30 

AM 

 

 

Breakfast & Exhibit Exploration Opens 

 

 

9:30 AM– 10:30 

AM 

 

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Keynote Speaker: Shelley Berkley, Mayor of Las Vegas  

 Conference Preview by Matt Daus, IATR President 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30 AM – 12:00 

PM 

 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 1 

International Regulator “Star Trek”  

 

Once again, IATR will convene regulators from across multiple continents 

to exchange perspectives on a wide range of mobility issues, with a 

particular focus on regulatory approaches to autonomous vehicle testing 

and deployment. Regulators actively overseeing AV operations will share 

real-world experiences, policy lessons, and implementation challenges, 

including those involving airport operations, cross-border considerations, 

and public transit integration. The session will highlight comparative 

international approaches and foster meaningful global dialogue on the 

evolving governance of autonomous mobility. 
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Moderator: Carlton Thomas, Board Chair, International Association of 

Transportation Regulators (IATR) 

 

 

Noon – 1:30 PM 

 

 

Luncheon, Exhibit Exploration & Networking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1:30 – 3:00 PM 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 2 

The Taxi, For-Hire & Bus Insurance Crisis – Progress Report  

(Tort Reform, Reducing Fraud & ADAS Systems & AVs) 

 

Insurance and legal experts will join regulators to discuss what progress has 

been made over the past year in addressing the insurance crisis in the U.S. 

and beyond, as well as what types of insurance products will be available 

in an automated mobility ecosystem. New York and other jurisdictions are 

now looking at tort reform, insurance reform, and other measures to make 

insurance rates and fares more affordable. Case studies will be presented on 

both obstacles to reform and success stories. The issue of self-driving mode 

and how Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS), where drivers are 

still operating the vehicle, are viewed in terms of insurance underwriting 

and risk mitigation or assessment will also be examined. The use of present 

and future technology will be explored in terms of how insurance costs can 

be better controlled or contained while also ensuring that public safety and 

compensation goals are met for victims of AV crashes. The IATR’s guiding 

principle on insurance and risk mitigation will be discussed, namely that 

insurance and risk allocation frameworks for autonomous vehicles should 

provide clear liability standards, ensure adequate financial responsibility, 

promote affordability and market stability, and leverage technology and 

data to enhance safety while protecting crash victims. 

 

 

3:00 – 3:30 PM 

 

 

Coffee Break & Exhibit Review  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:30 – 5:00 PM 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 3 

Automated Vehicle Partnerships & Business Developments  

 

This session will cover the latest trends in the automated vehicle (AV) 

movement from the perspective of mobility stakeholders. The evolution and 

recent advances in technology, partnerships, and business models will be 

presented, with an emphasis on the role that ride-hailing services, taxis, and 

other for-hire businesses, as well as apps, platforms, and software providers, 

can and will play in delivering private robotaxi services, public transit 

integration, and airport transportation solutions. The relationships among 

OEMs, fleets, and shuttle services will be explored, highlighting who is 
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working with whom and the initiatives currently underway. In addition, the 

impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be discussed, not only in the 

context of robotaxi operations but also in how government and the private 

sector can leverage AI for regulatory compliance and other applications 

beyond the operation of the vehicle itself. 

 

 

5:00 PM 

 

 

Dinner on Your Own (Free Night) 

 

 

DAY 2 AGENDA: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

 

 

7:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

 

Registration 

 

8:00 – 9:00 AM 

 

 

Breakfast & Exhibit Exploration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00 – 10:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 4 

Public Transit Partnerships with Taxis, FHVs and TNCs: 

The Status of the FTA Taxicab Exception Debate   
This panel will take a deep dive into the status of public transit integration 

with taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, and transportation network companies 

(TNCs). The session will focus on first and last mile partnerships with 

public transit, as well as the utilization of wheelchair accessible taxicabs 

and other for-hire ground transportation as part of public paratransit 

systems. Best practices, challenges, and policy and legal issues will be 

discussed, particularly with respect to pilot projects funded by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

Mobility on Demand Sandbox Program, along with international 

comparisons of similar projects abroad. The FTA’s FAQs and rulemaking 

proceedings will also be reviewed, including an overview of stakeholder 

comments submitted in response to those proceedings. In addition, IATR 

will seek to finalize its draft report addressing the FTA taxicab exception 

issue after incorporating feedback from its members. 
 

 

10:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

 

Coffee Break & Exhibit Review  

 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 5 

 Is the Sustainable Transportation Movement Dead or Alive? 
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11:00 AM – 12:30 

PM 

 

 

This panel will explore the role of the federal government, states, and 

localities in the U.S. and beyond in light of political changes affecting 

global and national climate change policies. The broader landscape of 

current policies, laws, and funding mechanisms aimed at promoting shared 

mobility, mitigating congestion, and reducing emissions will be assessed. 

If the federal government is scaling back its involvement, are states, cities, 

and regulators stepping up through incentives and funding initiatives? The 

implementation of IATR’s Congestion Mitigation Principles will be 

discussed, with examples and case studies demonstrating how IATR’s best 

practices are being put into action.  
 

 

 

 

12:30 – 2:00 PM 

 

 

 

Luncheon, Keynote, and State of the IATR Address: 

 

State of the IATR: 

 Matthew W. Daus, President, International Association of 

Transportation Regulators (IATR)  

Keynote: 

 To Be Announced  
 

 

 

 

 

2:00 – 3:30 PM 

 

 

 

Plenary Session 6 

Mobility Association Summit 

 

For the second year in a row, IATR will convene association leaders 

representing licensed and regulated industries, along with other stakeholder 

organizations, to discuss a wide range of issues important to regulators, the 

industry, and the riding public. The goal is for each organization to provide 

an overview of the issues being addressed at their conferences, as well as 

any reports, research initiatives, legislative priorities, and lobbying efforts, 

so that regulators can better understand the needs of licensed drivers, 

ground transportation businesses, advocacy groups, and private 

stakeholders working toward shared objectives with government. 

 

Representing sectors ranging from airports and chauffeured transportation 

to taxis, buses and motor coaches, and non-emergency medical 

transportation, each group will share its top priorities and concerns with 

regulators, followed by an open discussion. No topic is off limits. Issues 

such as driverless vehicles, the insurance crisis, modernization efforts, 

public-private partnerships, labor concerns, reciprocity, leveling the 

regulatory playing field, and electrification are all likely to be on the 

agenda. Each organization will also be asked to share its perspective on the 

impact of driverless vehicles and the regulatory modernization efforts they 

support. 

https://tinyurl.com/56azty7h
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3:30 – 4:00 PM 

 

 

Coffee Break & Exhibit Review  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:00 – 5:30 PM 

 

 

Plenary Session 7 

Regulatory Preparedness for Big Events – Lessons Learned from FIFA  

 

This panel will discuss the role of regulators in managing passenger ground 

transportation during major events such as the Olympics, FIFA World Cup, 

the Super Bowl, and large concerts and festivals. Topics will include curb 

management, temporary licensure, reciprocity to increase vehicle supply 

during peak demand, and coordination among agencies and industry 

partners. Experienced panelists will share lessons learned from prior large-

scale events. 

 

The discussion will explore the role of regulatory oversight, the use of 

technology, and the importance of clear communication with event 

attendees and regulated mobility providers offering bus, shuttle, taxi, TNC, 

and limousine services. Governance and inter-agency coordination will also 

be examined, along with the roles of quasi-governmental, non-profit, and 

other stakeholder organizations. Lessons learned from FIFA, the Super 

Bowl, prior Olympics, and other large events will be shared from the 

perspectives of government regulators, airport ground transportation 

professionals, and industry mobility providers. 

 

Special emphasis will be placed on local experiences in Las Vegas, which 

recently hosted the Super Bowl and continues to host a record number of 

major events and conventions. The panel will also debate the role of 

multimodal coordination and examine outdated rules and processes that 

may interfere with safe and efficient event transportation delivery. 

Discussion and takeaways will include recommendations for regulatory 

changes and best practices to allow additional vehicle supply when demand 

exceeds expectations, including streamlined licensing processes. 

International perspectives and experiences will also be shared. 

 

 

 

 

7:30 – 10:30 PM 

 

 

Dinner & Gala Reception - TBA 

 

Awards Ceremony 

 Norma Reyes IATR Regulator Scholarship Recipients 

 IATR Volunteer of the Year Award 

 IATR International Driver of the Year Award 

 IATR Regulator of the Year Award 
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DAY 3 AGENDA: Thursday, September 17, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 AM – Noon 

 

 

Plenary Session 8 

Brunch & Closing Salutations: 

Regulatory Unconference & IATR Committee Updates 

 

As in years past, all attendees will participate in an open forum to discuss 

any issues not covered during the conference and to recap key takeaways 

from the Las Vegas conference. New ideas and suggestions for the 2027 

conference and other upcoming events will be discussed, and post-

conference survey results will be shared with the membership. Prizes will be 

raffled to survey participants. Chairs and co-chairs of IATR committees will 

preside over this closing session and provide committee reports. 
 

Closing Salutations & Prizes 

• Completion of Post-Conference Surveys & Raffle 

 

 
 

 


